Hemispheric differentiation and category width.
This study concerns the relationship between a cognitive style dimension, category width, and hemispheric differentiation. When lists of word pairs were presented simultaneously in a dichotic listening task to broad and narrow categorisers (all female, right-handed), both groups of subjects recalled more words presented to the right ear than those presented to the left ear; indicating left hemisphere's superiority in verbal processing. Both broad and narrow categorisers recalled a similar number of words in the right ear (left hemisphere), but the former recalled significantly more words in the left ear than did the latter. This finding is interpreted as meaning that narrow categorisers rely predominantly on the left hemisphere in verbal processing, and that in comparison with narrow categories, there is greater right hemispheric involvement in processing in the case of broad categorisers. The implication of this finding in terms of the differential processing strategies adopted by the two groups of individuals is discussed.